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of actual facts and events. Compared to the lucid
and practical utterances of Li Hung-chang, their
writings convey an impression of fantastic unreality
and puerility, as if these super-scholars had varied
their studies of the Confucian Analects and Odes
with political excursions conducted after the manner
of the Hunting of the Snark. We shall have occa-
sion hereafter to make certain critical comparisons
between the intelligence and foresight displayed by
Li Hung-chang and the undiscerning incapacity of
his chief colleagues and rivals. For the moment it is
sufficient to say that the mental and moral condition
of the literati and the patriarchal traditions of the
mandarin class, unswerving in their contempt for
the foreigner, constituted forces which no one man
could ever destroy or even greatly disturb. Their
causes lay too deep, the vested interests involved in
their maintenance were too powerful, to be affected
by the precept or example of any individual leader
or preacher. Despite his pre-eminently successful
career and the power which he wielded, the voice of
Li Hung-chang preaching political reform was even
as a voice crying in the wilderness ; and he knew it,
It was not possible that he should remake the society
of which he himself was in many respects a normal
and natural product. The memorials which he
addressed to the Dowager Empress after her flight
from Peking in 1900 reflect, just as clearly as those
which he indited forty years before, his knowledge
of the truth that the dangers which threatened China
arose from the mental inertia of his countrymen &B
much as from the aggressive tendencies lof foreigners*
In judging of the successes and failures of his career
iiis important to bear this fact in mind, to remember